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(left photo—Southern Coach 1006); (right photo—closeup of red reflective marker)—photos by Tom Hardesty; thanks, Tom. 

Information Needed!!  Can someone shed a little light on the origin and history of this red reflective marker? 
It was found at Hallsboro Yard when some volunteers were cleaning out Central of Georgia 494. 

 

OLD DOMINION CHAPTER OCTOBER MEETING 
Broad Street Station (Science Museum of Virginia) 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009, 7:30 PM 
Program:  ά!ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ϧ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ Ǉƭǳǎ 

                                   Dick Beadles, former president of the RCϧtέ 
 ODC will conduct its usual short Annual Meeting & Elections.  If you plan to attend, you can vote 
then, but if you cannot attend, please make sure you have sent in your ballot from the October Highball 
submission.  Afterwards, Dick Beadles, former president of the RF&P RR, will talk to members about his 
analysis of passenger and freight railroad progress in Virginia.  Please see an article enclosed about a 
conference he recently attended and his latest commentary.  Also, please make a special effort to attend 
this important meeting and bring a friend.  Refreshments and door prizes too!!  See you there. 

 

 

FUTURE PROGRAMS 



Tuesday, December 15 ά!ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ¸ŜŀǊ ς9ƴŘ tƘƻǘƻ wŜǾƛŜǿΦέ 
 ODC member Jeff Hawkins will present a digital show on his 2009 photo activities.  He will also bring members up to 
ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлмл ƻƴ άwŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ !ǊƻǳƴŘ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΦέ  [ƻǘǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎƘŜŜǊΗ  

Tuesday, January 19  άbwI{ нллф !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 5ǳƭǳǘƘΣ aƛƴƴΦέ 
 ODC members Nelson Burks and David Yates will share their experiences in attending the convention.  A/V too. 
 

 

HULL STREET DEPOT UPDATE 
 The first progress meeting with Spacemakers, Inc.., general contractor, took place on October 23, and the next one 
will occur on November 5.  Most of the excavation has been completed and insulations has commenced in the freight room. 
Plans for electrical connections and water are underway, along with plumbing and flooring.  They have produced a great sign 
out front. 

 
ODC EXCURSION TRAINS 

 The three ODC Autumn Leaf Ramblers were very successful, as reported.  Lots of happy passengers and helpful 
chapter assistants, who are key to the success of this effort. 
 The Santa trains will operate on December 5 and 12, with 100% reservations.  We will also need car hosts then too.  
Please contact Marsha Cox, trip chairlady, to volunteer on either, or both, dates at 262-1745, or marsha.cox@comcast.net 
if you can help.  
      
 
 
    A photo of one of our friendly car hosts taken on the excursion of October 17, 2009. 
    Thanks for sharing, Marsha. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SANTA CLAUS TRAINS - DECEMBER 5 & 12, 2009 
by Marsha Cox 

 The Santa Claus trains on December 5 and 12 are completely sold out!!  We will be decorating the train on Saturday, 
November 28 at Dillwyn Station (time to be determined). Come and help decorate for this very popular event.  Call Marsha 
Cox 262-1745 or e-mail at marsha.cox@comcast.net. 
   We need lots of help. Please consider volunteering to be a car host on the Santa Claus train, too.  Come for  part of 
the day or the whole day.  It's so much fun and a nice opportunity to ride the train!!!   
 

 
ANNUAL RICHMOND AREA MUSEUM SHOPPERS FAIR 

 ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ά{ƘƻǇǇŜǊǎ CŀƛǊέ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ р-7 at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden.  A full report will be in a 
future Highball.   Many thanks to those who assisted David McGrann in this important sales opportunity for ODC. 
 

 

ODC ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 
 The Archives Committee will have the following Nov./Dec. Holiday meeting schedule: 12 Nov (Thurs), 21 Nov (Sat), 
10 Dec (Thurs). All meetings will be held at 3600 W. Broad St. The Thursday meetings will begin at 1900 hrs and the Saturday 
meeting will begin at 1000 hrs and last until approximately 1400 hrs. The normal every-other Thursday schedule will resume 
on 7 Jan 10. 

 

SPECIAL TRAINS FOOD SERVICE REPORT  
                                         Fall 2009 Buckingham Branch Railroad Excursions 
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      By Sam Watkins                                                             
                                             Gross Sales              $1,592.75      

                                                     Cost of Goods Sold      612.60 

                                                     Expenses                      209.48  

                                                     Sales Tax                        79.63 

                                                     Donations                       46.01 

                                                Net Income           $  737.05 

 

 FALL 2009 EXCURSION TRIPS  by Ned Krack 
Souvenir and Raffle Sales 

 
Souvenir sales = $1,585.00 
Cab ride raffle=$     293.00 
Total            =       $1,878.00 

 

  

ODC BOARD MEETINGS 
 The next regularly scheduled ODC board meetings will take place on November 9, plus a short annual meeting on 
November 17, as usual. 

HIGHBALL DEADLINE 
 !ƭƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ h5/Ωǎ Highball should be sent to Betty Staples by the first of the month. 
 

 

BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 "During World War II, American soldiers from every city and walk of life rolled through North Platte, Nebraska, on 
troop trains en route to their ultimate destinations in Europe and the Pacific. The tiny town, wanting to offer the servicemen 
warmth and support, transformed its modest railroad depot (viz. Union Pacific) into the North Platte Canteen. 
 "Every day of the year, the Canteen--staffed and funded entirely by local volunteers--was open from five A.M. until 
the last troop train of the day pulled away after midnight. Astonishingly, this remote plains community of only 12,000 people 
provided welcoming words, friendship and baskets of food and treats to more than six million GIs by the time the war ended. 
 "In a poignant and heart warming eyewitness history, based on interviews with North Platte residents and the 
soldiers who once passed through, Bob Greene tells a classic, lost-in-the-mists-of-time American story of a grateful country 
honoring its brave and dedicated sons." 
 The above summary of "Once upon a Town" book by Bob Greene appears on its back cover. The book will represent 
one of the door prizes at the November chapter meeting. 
 

HALLSBORO  REPORT    By Kevin Frick 
 On Saturday we found someone had broken into the 0-6-0 and had removed all of the small windows throwing them 
down on the track breaking all but two frames. They kicked the lower panel out of the engineerΩs door and threw the steam 
dome decorative cover on the ground. They opened the roof hatch all the way and left it open. Randy said he was at 
Hallsboro on Friday and none of this had been done. We found a rag at the gate that had been used to wipe off the grease 
Randy had applied to the fence posts . this leads us to believe it may have been someone that had been to the property 
before. There was a Miller beer can found laying beside the track. I called the police and had a report done on the damage. I 
estimated at $800.00 to rebuild all the window frames and the engineerΩs door. The police report number is 20091031-0136. 
Randy continued work on the McGirth and we placed fencing fabric along the fence line after I had cleaned off the old fire 
line. Keith Crump painted the interior of the 494 and got almost all of the gray painting completed.  

 



 
UPCOMING TRAIN SHOWS 

 The Old Dominion Chapter will have tables at the following shows: 
  ΧΦAshland Railroad Days - Saturday, November 14th from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 ΧΦGreenberg Train Show at Richmond International Raceway Complex - Saturday, December 19
th

 
   and Sunday, December 20th from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM both days. 
Help will be needed to man the tables and  for setup / teardown. If you are interested in volunteering,  please contact Ned 

Krack at 804-239-4067 or nedrdgfan@msn.com.  
 

RAIL OBSERVATIONS AND COMMENTARY SERIES #20 Dick Beadles 
 

Virginia Rail Observations and Commentary         by Richard L. Beadles 

Volume I,  No. 20.  October 26, 2009           Re: Rail Freight Reconsidered 

 

 Sixty years ago, at the mid-point of the 20
th

 century, U. S. railroads offered a comprehensive menu 

of services  -- almost every conceivable type of transportation service, provided to almost every possible 

user, at and between almost all points.  While doing so, they raised their own capital, received no public 

subsidy, paid substantial taxes, and frequently made a little money for the shareholders. 

 Then, public policy makers decided to dedicate a large amount of the public treasure to promoting 

the development of highways, waterways and aviation. Rails were largely ignored, first because the 

railroads preferred it that way, and also because public policy oracles had decided that the future of 

transportation did not include, nor require, much rail transportation.  DOD and the Post Office were 

among the leaders in this parade  --  in stark contrast to their century-long reliance upon rail. 

 Now, there is a rising chorus calling for turning to the now-vastly-reduced U. S. rail network as a  

reliever of our overburdened highways; specifically a fledgling public-private (Norfolk Southern) effort to 

shift some of the constantly-increasing truck traffic to rail on routes such as I-81. Can this be successfully 

accomplished? 

 ñYesò, it is possible.  However, to meaningfully impact the truck flows on our intercity highways 

will require: (1) massive reinvestment in rail infrastructure at levels only the public sector can supply [a 

big challenge!], (2) a radical change in current rail operations and business strategy of private railroads 

[also a big challenge!], (3) a reasonable degree of ñopenò access to the next-generation version of the core 

U.S. rail freight network [heresy to private railroads], and (4) a radical re-pricing of public-sector highway 

access and user charges to dampen the existing below-cost incentive that puts freight on highways rather 

than rails [now seen as an ñentitlementò by truckers!]. 

 The challenge will be to seek and achieve a consensus among the principal parties, if possible, and 

then to accomplish all these things in evolutionary fashion over the next two to three decades without a 

mutiny by one of more of the critical players. 

mailto:nedrdgfan@msn.com


 In the meantime, small incremental investments in rail freight infrastructure, such as are being 

made by the Commonwealth of Virginia, will not likely accomplish very much beyond the mitigation of 

some pre-existing rail operational problems on various routes.  The public will not likely notice any fewer 

trucks on I-81 or I-95. 

 Nevertheless, Virginiaôs intentions are worthy, and we would not want to discourage the effort, 

but the current approach must give way, over time, to one that dramatically transforms how rail freight 

service is provided and how undesired truck movements via highway are induced by artificially-low user 

costs.  Nobody is yet openly discussing this last critical flaw in public policy, but we must!                  

###### 
 

 

 

 

 

```````  
These photos were taken by Earl Adcock on the October 17 excursion.  Thanks, Earl 

  (left) Earl and his wife; (right) at the James River Bridge   

 
PHOTOS FROM AUTUMN LEAF RAMBLER TRIPS - -Fall 2009 

 



  
 

   
These photos were taken by Kim Young on the October 17 trip.  The upper photos were passengers waiting to get on. 

The lower pictures are from left—the “Moo” car with a new roof; the Tom Mix Cowboys in action; and 
the train backing on the Railroad Bridge at the James River.  The weather didn’t cooperate 100%, but still a great day. 

 
THE WORLD OF RAILROADS 

By Jerry Grosshans 
 

Railfan & Railroad Railroads operating in the northern US and Canada have in the past used specially equipped cars,  

Containing a diesel engine and air compressor to keep up brake pressure in cold weather, CN upgraded its cars (called air 
ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜǊ ŎŀǊǎύ ŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜΣ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜŘ 
upon pressure gauges, only.  CN has now taken the concept a step further by putting the powerplant and compressor in a 
container, which can be used in a well car on double stack trains or put on a flatcar for regular intermodal use.  DPUΩǎ 
(remote control locomotives have cut into the use of these supplemental air sources, but on a lightweight train, these new 
braking containers work much more efficiently than an additional locomotive. 
 The November issue  has an interesting article about ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ά/ŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭέ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ōȅ 
Preston Cook, who has recently had similar articles published about these units, this one being the most informative.  
Counting the active 6936, a dozen others of the 47 units have been preserved, the closest being museums in Illinois and 
Missouri, and one unit being in a museum in Mexico City, Mexico! 
 CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ .b{C Ƙŀǎ άƳƻǘƘōŀƭƭŜŘέ ƛǘǎ {ǘŀƳǇŜŘŜ tŀǎǎ ƭƛƴŜΣ ŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΣ ǘƘŜ 
Stevens Pass  line can handle all of the northwestern traffic. 

Trains  bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ ϧ ¢ǊǳŎƪŜŜ ǊŜƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мп ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ /ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊǎƻƴ /ƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǳŎƘ 

trip since 1941 when most of the line was abandoned, leaving only a short Carson City to Reno segment which operated until 
1950. 
 CP has dropped lawsuits in Wyoming which were to force landowners to sell in order for CP to get into the Powder 
River coalfields, citing that it is not planning on building the Powder River line in the near future. 
 More details have surfaced about the two PR43C gen-set locomotives operated by Norfolk Southern, and currently 
testing in Illinois.  Rather than having two or three powerplants in the 700 hp range, these have one 700 hp and one 3600 hp 
powerplants to total their 4300 hp output.  Both sets of powerplants are built by Caterpillar. 

Railpace Durham, NC has a new Amtrak station, in the historic Walker Warehouse Building, which was restored for 

such service.  The station is directly across the street from the local bus and transit station. 
 Amtrak is restoring the position of On Board Chief, previously abolished by David Gunn when he was Amtrak CEO. 



A training program for Chiefs has begun and Amtrak hoped that by late October they could be on selected long distance 
trains. 
 Spotsylvania County has agreed to join Virginia Railway Express, effective February 15, 2010, with the VRE board 
having until November 30 to decide minor operational changes. 

Northstar News Escanaba & Lake Superior has filed abandonment plans for the line to Ontonagon, on Lake 

Superior, covering 50 miles of the 92 mile line from Channing to Ontonagon, meaning that if approved, the road would no 
longer reach Lake Superior. 

Blue Ridge Dispatcher The century old ex-Norfolk & Western Station in Bedford, VA suffered extensive damage 

ƛƴ ŀ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ол ŦƛǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘΦ   ! ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΩǎ 
apparatus for use in removal of old paint was blamed for the fire. 

Peach State Xpress In an action that could and should be followed in this country, Canada is using stimulus funds to 

renovate 21 locomotives and 78 passenger cars. 
 Norfolk Southern has stated that it would cost $75 million to put passenger trains on its Petersburg-Norfolk Line, 
considerably less than the estimate by the state. 

Midwest Rail Scene Report Iowa Interstate is acquiring two more ES$$AC locomotives from GE, the last unit, #513 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ wƻŎƪ LǎƭŀƴŘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ōƭŀŎƪΣ ǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇƛƴǎǘǊƛǇŜǎ ŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мфпл ŜǊŀ άCέ ǳƴƛǘǎΦ  
Iowa Interstate operates over the old RI line east of Omaha. 
 CSX will again run its Santa Train over the old Clinchfield line on November 21, with country singer Wynonna Judd as 
special guest. 
 ¦ƴƛƻƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ŀƴŘ /{· ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ŀƭŀŘ {ƘƻƻǘŜǊέ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƛǎƘŀōƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ 
California merged into one train in Green River, WY and then forwarded to Chicago, where CSX gets the train and takes it to 
Selkirk Yard in Albany, NY. 

Tower Topics  The State of Wisconsin will buy two Talgo trainsets for Chicago-aƛƭǿŀǳƪŜŜ άIƛŀǿŀǘƘŀέ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  

The trainsets which are to be built in Wisconsin, will cost a total of $47 million and will increase passenger capacity from 350 
on the present Amtrak Horizon cars, to 420. 
 

The Green Block Union Pacific will keep the name of Kate Shelley for its new Iowa bridge, citing the story of Kate 

Shelley, who braked a damaged bridge and a wreck of a freight train to warn a station operator to stop an express passenger 
train before it would have reached the damaged bridge and train wreck.  She never married and after college and a short 
teaching stint, she became a station agent for the Northwestern, dying in 1912. 

Cinders Norfolk Southern (at 26
th

) and Union Pacific (at 28
th

) are the only railroads listed in Business Week magazine 

top 50 firms for new college graduates. 

Interchange Norfolk Southern has apparently added to new words to the railroad vocabulary due to its need to remove 

and add containers to New England trains.  Before using Hoosac Tunnel in Western Massachusetts, the top layer of 
containers need to be removed, so the train is filleted.  The reverse action when the top layers of containers is placed on the 
train is called toupee. 

Style Weekly Richmonder Jim Ukrop is proposing that in addition to its other uses and proposed uses, that Main Street 

{ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΩǎ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ 

Compiled from a number of sources  Norfolk Southern has unveiled a 150  switching locomotive, powered 

only by storage batteries, using 1080 lead-acid batteries of 12 volts, much like those used in automotive and trucking 
applications.  While it can be recharged by plugging it into a power source, it also can recapture power from dynamic brakes.  
When fully charged it can  operate through three shifts of operators before needing to be recharged.   It appears to have a 
variant of the usual NS colors with a hockey stick like swoop from the rear of the cab down and parallel to the running board, 
probably in white. 

The Week hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƘƻǘǘŜǎǘ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ history is by Rail America, which cleared $330 million 

ƛƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ǎŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ϸм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΦ 

NRHS  newsτA new NRHS chapter has been formed in Japan, chartered in June and formally presented at the NRHS 

convention in Duluth, MN on August 14. 

St Louis & Rio Grande has acquired two mother-slug sets based on ex-!ƳǘǊŀƪ Cпл ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ άCмлέ 

Units from Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority.  At the same time the parent company of the line has reached an 
aƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ¦ƴƛƻƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳǘǊŀƪ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ ά{ƪƛ ¢Ǌŀƛƴέ ǿŜǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 5ŜƴǾŜǊΦ  /ƻǳƭŘ 
all of this be related?  Several sourŎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎ ōǳǘ ƴƻōƻŘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ƛǘΧΦȅŜǘΦ 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



 Those persons attending the October Chapter meeting got some additional information on the Southeast High 
Speed Rail program, and other Virginia railroad news.  The  proposed routing of the trackage at Collier Yard will be by a 
flyover at the south end of the yard, connecting with the Burgess Connection trackage to Burgess; at about where the ex-
Virginia Police Station (now a veterinarian office) exists, between Halifax Road and CSX trackage, the flyover will began to 
gain height heading south/west.  Trackage will be east of the present CSX trackage and a new bridge will be built over the 
Appomattox River and Trackage will follow the present CSX alignment to Centralia.  Due to cost and land acquisition 
problems, there will not a line to downtown Petersburg and on to Dunlop.  While not mentioned it would be a pretty good 
assumption that the present station at Ettrick would be the only station in the area. 
 Not really touched on  the proposed Trans-5ƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ ƭƛƴŜǎΧǿŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ bƻǊŦƻƭƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭƛŜǊ 
area this would involve. 
 Apparently plans are for only one high speed line to Tidewater, either the north, C&O ς CSX line to Newport News 
and Hampton, or the south, N&W ς NS line to bƻǊŦƻƭƪΣ ǘƘŜ άƻǘƘŜǊέ ǊƻǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  !ǎ L ƘŀǾŜ 
said on a number of occasions, this whole thing is proceeding at a glacial pace! 
 CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŀƛƭŦŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀƴǎƘŀǿ ¸ŀǊŘ όƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ 5ǳtƻƴǘύ ŀǊŜŀΧǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎtreet sign up at the 
end of Dale Avenue, immediately across the tracks, where the street becomes Trenton Avenue, a name I have not been used 
before. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 A while back I asked ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ōƭƻŎƪ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ {![ ƭƛƴŜǎΣ ǿŀǎ ƛǘ ά5ƻƎ tƻǳƴŘέ ƻǊ ά5ƻƎ tƻƴŘέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
several replies I got favoring the former.  Maybe the situation is like that in Roanoke, where shortly after WW I the railroad 
purchased some land at the west end of town, from a man named John Newton Shaver, where there was a path or roadway 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŀƳǇȅ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  CǊƻƳ {ƘŀǾŜǊΩǎ /ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ {ƘŀŜŦŦŜǊΩǎ /ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ  {ƘŀŦŦŜǊΩǎ /ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ  
(with probably a couple of other variants used ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜύ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΧǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
things do change over time. 
 
 
 
 
 

National Directorôs Report  by Nelson Burks 
 

Following is a report from the NRHS Board Meeting held in St. Louis on October 25, 2009. 

 The Board elected the Officers and Regional Vice Presidents for 2010. Bob Bitzer continues as the 

Mid Atlantic Regional Vice President. 

 Heritage grant applications for 2010 are due by April 29, 2010. 

 The Governance Study continues with more follow up work scheduled at a January Board meeting 

in Charleston, SC. 

In an effort to reduce the deficit in the proposed 2010 budget, the Board took the following actions: 

¶ Cut $39,000 from the publications budget. This is approximately the cost of preparing, printing, 

and distributing the annual yearbook issue. The Board left it to managementôs discretion to 

determine how to make the cut. Among the options are not producing the year book issue, 

reducing the number of pages in the Bulletins, and/or producing some black and white Bulletins 

instead of color. 

¶ Cut the advertising budget by $15,000. Advertising will be concentrated in the first half of the 

year. 

¶ Agreed to add a 3% National surcharge to convention registration and ticket orders to cover 

Nationalôs expenses in preparing for the convention. For 2010 and 2011, this surcharge is subject 

to agreement by the Scranton and Tacoma Chapters, respectively, since National has already 

signed convention agreements with them. This surcharge is separate and will not be considered a 

regular convention expense for determining the chapter/national split. 

Since the Board meeting, I received an email stating that the Nevada Northern Railway has withdrawn its 

participation in the Rail Camp program, so only the Steamtown Rail Camps will be held in 2010. 

 



Membership Chair Report 
 The 2010 dues bills have been mailed directly to the members. All memberships expire December 31, 2009. A three 

month grace period is allowed after the expiration date, so those paying their dues by March 31, 2010 will continue to receive 

their NRHS Bulletins. After that, anyone who is not on the renewed list will not receive NRHS Bulletins for the period that 

they are not on the renewed list.  

 Those members wishing to make a donation to the Old Dominion Chapter along with their renewals should return the 

following form with the renewal to designate how they want the donation used. These forms and the renewals should be 

returned to the chapter post office box, as printed in the renewal information. 

----------------------------------------------------cut here------------------------------------------------------- 

Please allocate my contribution to the Old Dominion Chapter as follows: 

 

 Archives and Library    $______.00 

 General Fund     $______.00 

 Hallsboro Yard and Rolling Stock  $______.00 

 The Highball, Programs and Meetings $______.00 

 The Museum Renovation Capitol Fund $______.00 

 Other: __________________________ $______.00 

    TOTAL  $______.00 
Please enclose this sheet with your dues payment and write the total amount shown above on the ñChapter Donationò line on the renewal 

form.

 
Please provide your name so we can give you credit for your donation, as well as your current telephone number and e-mail address, if 

applicable, to update our records and enable the Chapter to contact you more easily. 

 

Name: ________________________________________      Phone Number: ____________________________ 

 

E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________ 

 
 

ΧΦ{ha9 tIh¢h{ Chw ¢I9 wh!5 
These pictures are by Tom Hardesty on October 10, 2009 .   

The top left photo shows passengers  are lining up for the next trip. 
¢ƘŜ h5/Ωǎ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ Dt-7 RF&P 101 now has most of its stripes, number and the Richmond Washington logo.  It 

still needs Richmond Fredericksburg and Potomac lettering and the frame gold stripes applied, but as Tom saysτάƛǘ ƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΗέ  The BB1 had just returned from rebuilding at their Staunton Shops where it received a new low nose, new diesel 

engine, relocated air horn, and sharp looking paint job. 

  
 



  
 

 
Yes!!, It was a good day!  Tom Mix Cowboys and passenger;  

Photo shared by Kim Young 


