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OLD DOMINION  CHAPTER MAY MEETING 
Tuesday, May 19, 2009 

Ashland, Virginia Train Station, 5:00 PM 
Program: "Annual BBQ" 

 
    Please make your reservation now for ODC's annual BBQ at the Ashland train station. You 
can use the enclosed RSVP form. Cost is $8.00 per person with a $20.00 max for a family with 
children. Kids under six can eat free. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ODC NRHS. It is very 
important to make you reservation now so we can advise Smokey Pig Catering how many to 
expect. So far, as of May 1 RSVPs have been slow. And, don't worry about either weather or 
picture taking of Amtrak trains (Amtrak doesn't own this station). Bring your lawn chair, camera 
with film, scanners and hope for sunshine. Guests welcomed. RSVP ASAP. 

  
 

FUTURE PROGRAMS 
  
Tuesday, June 16     "A Digital Trains Program." Bob Bitzer, VP, NMRA, for our Region will visit ODC again and 
present one of his outstanding programs. 
  
Tuesday, July 21      "Catskill Mountain Railroad." ODC member Win Goodier will present a program on his "home 
road." 
  
Tuesday, August 18  "Narrow Gauge Fever." A slide and video show on the Cumbres & Toltec RR narrow gauge 
line in Colorado & New Mexico. Lots of steam. 
  
Tuesday, Sept. 15    "Minnesota Trains-Second Section." A continuation of the April program that was cut short 

due to ODC business affairs. 

 

ODC EXCURSION TRAIN TRIPS 
     By the time you receive the "Highball" our train trips over the Buckingham Branch RR will likely have 
commenced on Saturday May 9. We will also run excursions on Saturdays May 16 and 30. Marsha Cox, our Trip 
Chairlady, needs car host volunteers. IF YOU WOULD LIKE ASSIST AS A CAR HOST, PLEASE CALL HER AT 262-
1745 ASAP. As of May 3, Keith Crump, Ticket Agent, reports that the trips  sold out 10 days earlier than last year.  It is 
also the first time we sold out before the first trip in a very long time. Call Marsha!! 
  

OLD DOMINION MUSEUM 
 Linda Nelon reports that she is doing better on filling our Museum guide duties since her appeal earlier this 
year, especially on Saturdays. But, we still need to beef up our roster of ODC members who can assist us since 
vacation season this summer and the excursion trains will bite into her call list. Please help us.  
Call Linda at 745-4974, or see Bill Todd at our Chapter meeting.  So far in 2009, attendance is over the previous year. 
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HULL STREET DEPOT RENOVATION UPDATE 

     Unfortunately, we have hit a red signal from the Virginia Department of Transportation on the ODC's 
renovation project involving our Hull Street Depot, which we want to convert into our museum. On a trivial matter they 
have delayed giving us approval to sign a contract with the low bidder since mid March. Effective May 1, the low bidder 
pulled out its bid due to the inability of ODC to give them a date certain on when the contract  would be signed and 
construction commenced. Below is a letter sent to VDOT explaining the situation. The City of Richmond agreed with 
ODC that the contract should be signed. The matter will be discussed at ODC's next board meeting on May 11. If ODC 
decides to re bid the project, construction will likely not be completed until the spring of 2010, rather than year end 
2009, as planned. 
 

Editor’s Note:  This is a copy of the letter sent to VDOT by Bill Todd, ODC President 
 
May 1, 2009 
  
Mr. Wade Chanault, Director 
Transportation Enhancement Program 
Virginia Dept. of Transportation 
1401 E. Broad St. 
Richmond, Va. 23219 
  
Dear Winky: 
  
re: Old Dominion Chapter, NRHS Hull St. Depot Renovation Project 
  
This represents a follow up my letters to you dated March 5 & April 14, plus numerous e-mails, requesting approval of 
our renovation contract with Rockwood General Contractors of Richmond, and to our subsequent 1.5 hour meeting on 
April 17 with you and staff plus Steven Sadler from the City of Richmond. 
  
The purpose of that Friday meeting, which we appreciated, was to review the renovation project plus providing ODC 
with a better understanding of the objection at VDOT dealing with blocking the execution of a contract with the low 
bidder, Rockwood. At the meeting you informed us that VDOT was considering submitting the contract to Virginia's 
Attorney General for approval, or ODC had to consider re bidding the whole project again. Both alternatives seem to 
involve long delays. 
  
Effective today, Rockwood has dropped out of the deal due to pressing business elsewhere since ODC could not 
inform them of a date certain when VDOT would approve a contract to commence the renovation. From ODC's 
perspective, this is very unfortunate, but understandable, since it throws us back to where we started last December. I 
will discuss the matter with our board of directors on May 11 as to our future course of action. 
  
As we informed you and staff on April 17 and David Puckett's letter dated April 20 to VDOT with attachments, we 
considered the minor objection by VDOT as minimal and wholly within ODC's right under Virginia's construction & 
professional services manual of 2004 to make a decision with respect to the low bidder and execute a contract with 
them as our responsibility and at our risk. 
  
I will be more than glad to inform you and your staff, plus the Richmond staff, of what the ODC board's decision is 
following our May 11 meeting. 
  
Sincerely yours, 
  
William F. Todd, Jr., President 
Old Dominion Chapter, NRHS 
P. O. Box 8583 
Richmond, Va. 23226 
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ODC BOARD MEETING 

     The next ODC board of directors meeting will take place on Monday, March 11 at 7:30 PM at the Hull Street 
Depot. Members are welcomed to attend. 
 

ODC ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 
By Calvin Boles 

  The Archives Committee will meet on 14 and 28 May 09 at 3600 W. Broad St. Sessions run from 1900 hrs +/- 
to 2130 hrs. We are continuing to inventory and catalog the material in the archives. 
 

WIN WINS 
    As reported on April 22 in the "Richmond Times Dispatch," ODC First V.P. Win Goodier, culinary arts 
instructor at Hermitage Technical Center in Henrico County and chairman of the Virginia Chefs Association, received a 
President's Medallion from the American Culinary Federation. Win received the award at the ACF Southeast Regional 
Conference in Charlotte. The award is given to those who exemplify culinary excellence and leadership and who have 
contributed to the advancement of the culinary profession. Win was the only Virginian among six recipients. 
  
Way to go Win!! When do we get samples?? Meat and potatoes, fish or fowl?? How about dessert?? Baked Alaska?? 
 

TRACK MAINTENANCE DILEMMA 
     On April 10, Richard Beadles, former president of the RF&P RR, wrote a commentary about current railroad 
track maintenance practices as it affects passenger trains and high priority freights. Here is what he said: 
 

Virginia Rail Observations and Commentary      by Richard L. Beadles 

 

Volume I, No. 7,      April 10, 2009.               The Track Maintenance Dilemma  

 During the month of March, at least 134 Amtrak train arrivals and departures, which would have otherwise served 

Richmond, were cancelled due to host railroad track maintenance and construction.  These cancellations represent about 13% of 

scheduled arrival and departures at Staples Mill Station.  

 Nothing is more basic in railroading than good track, unless of course it is the running of trains to serve customers.  

Modern track maintenance practices  --  a marvel of efficiency resulting in near perfect track upon completion  --  can seriously 

disrupt and inhibit the operation of trains in a timely manner during periods of such work. 

 Historically, much track maintenance was performed by small gangs, section gangs if you will, which pecked away 

constantly at minor defects, almost literally jumping out of the way of train traffic.  While there have always been large gangs, 

which replaced rail and performed other major “programmed” work, the operation of trains normally took priority.  But we now 

have such huge mechanized track maintenance forces, the size and nature of which limit operating management’s flexibility to 

clear for trains without loss of maintenance productivity.  On the other hand, the railroad exists to serve customers.  Thus the 

dilemma. 

 Why should we be concerned about this?  Because current maintenance practices can present a serious impediment to the 

growth and development of highway-competitive rail service.  When traditional heavy freight traffic is concentrated on fewer 

system routes and upon the tracks on such routes, more frequent track maintenance is obviously going to be necessary.  Absent a 

substantial amount of otherwise redundant track capacity, so much out-of-service track time may be required for maintenance, 

particularly on single-track routes, that the development of premium freight service, as well as improved passenger service, may be 

seriously constrained. 

 Some conventional rail freight traffic can wait, but passengers and UPS-type freight customers often simply make other 

arrangements.  Revenue is often lost; the amount varies from situation to situation, but the recent impact upon Amtrak business at 

Richmond was readily apparent to informed observers at Staples Mill Station. 

 There are no villains here. But the need for creative solutions is growing.  Neither  highway-competitive intermodal rail 

freight service, nor the Obama administration’s new vision for higher-speed passenger rail service, will prosper without some 

solution to this challenge.  For starters, we should look at how Amtrak maintains its Northeast Corridor, the busiest and arguably 

the best rail route in America.  Granted, Amtrak has a lot of NEC infrastructure, but they also have a lot of maintenance and 

construction to do, much of it performed at night, including complex signal and interlocking work that is often accomplished 

without serious train delays or cancellations.  We must seek solutions. 

#    #    #    # 
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ODC Members 

     Bob Timmins reported on April 13 that long time ODC member, Harold Stennett passed away on April 10. 
Can you go to heaven on a train?  We send our sympathy to Harold’s family and friends. 
     Also, Bob mentioned that ODC member Carl Brummer has a web site about his garden railroad which is 
very interesting. He said to type in "Carl Brummer" and go to his photos.  
 We express our deepest heartfelt sympathy goes out to Doug Bishop in the loss of his eldest daughter. 
 

May 2009 National Director’s Report 
By Nelson Burks 

Following is a report from the NRHS Spring Board meeting was held in Norwalk, Connecticut on April 18-19, 2009.  

 The Board approved a $3.00 dues increase effective with the 2010 renewals. After the last dues increase, the 

Board decided that it is better to have smaller dues increases more often than to have such a large increase.  

 All memberships expire on December 31, and a 90 day grace period is allowed for renewals. Since the 

Bulletins are now back on schedule, everyone will receive bulletins mailed during this grace period. However, 

anyone whose renewal has not been processed by March 31 will not receive any bulletins whose mailing lists 

are prepared during the period that the membership is lapsed, and missed issues will not be sent after the 

membership is reinstated. 

 The Board approved an application for a new Chapter in Japan. 

 Don Maxwell, C. P. Huntington Chapter National Director has accepted the position of Director of Chapter 

Development. 

 Work continues on the revamping of the NRHS web page to make it more effective in attracting new 

members and more functional for administrative functions, such as simplifying the dues renewal process. 

 The National Convention will be held in Duluth, Minnesota August 11-16, 2009. 

 Plans are moving forward for the 2009 Railcamps. The teenage Railcamp at Steamtown has 18 campers 

registered and the one at Nevada Northern has 4 registered as of mid April. The adult program in June is 

over-subscribed with a waiting list and the September program has four people registered. 

 As of March 31, the Old Dominion Chapter had 86% of its members renewed. More renewals have been 

processes in April and another submission will be made this week. 

 Rick Davidson, Chair, Jim Pahris, and Nelson Burks were appointed as the nominating committee for national 

officers and regional vice presidents. 

 

 

 

EnterTRAINment Junction 

By Nelson Burks 

 On a recent trip to Cincinnati, I saw a flyer in my motel for a place called EnterTRAINment Junction. It is located about 

20 miles north of Cincinnati in West Chester, and is billed as the world’s only train themed entertainment center. They have a G 

scale layout with two miles of track, with detailed scenery including bridges, tunnels, and 16 foot mountains. You can spend hours 

walking through the layout, and there is an observation platform where you can watch the entire computer controlled operation 

from above. They also have a museum along the back of the layout with informative exhibits and quiz boards for kids in each 

section. There is also an area with seasonal attractions as well as a kids play area and an outdoor hand cranked railroad for kids. 

The Cincinnati NRHS Chapter has a large research library located there with a good supply of cataloged books. They hold chapter 

meetings there on the third Tuesday and the library is open on Mondays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. I recommend a visit to 

EnterTRAINment Junction if you are in the Cincinnati area. 
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VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED 

By Tom Hardesty 
 Volunteers are still needed to help staff the Dillwyn Railroad Day event at Dillwyn Station in Dillwyn, VA on 
May 30, 2009.  We need volunteers to help passengers into and out of the locomotive cab and caboose and to ensure 
their safety around the displayed equipment.  In addition, since some of our Railroad Day volunteers are coming from 
the usual train crew, we can also use volunteers to help as car hosts and in food service and souvenir sales on the 
train.  To join in on the fun on the train, just contact one of the appropriate Trip Committee Chairs on the back of your 
HIGHBALL.  If you would like to participate in Railroad Day, just contact Tom Hardesty at TRHardesty@aol.com or 
(757) 591-2910. 
 
Editor’s Note:  Tim Moriarty, editor of the newsletter, HIGH GREEN,  sent this info on the locomotive, THE 
GENERAL, which will be on display Dillwyn Railroad Day, May 30.  Our thanks to Tim for sharing this 
informative material. 
 

In September 1996 I visited the Defense Logistics Agency depot just south of Richmond, 

VA, and there were two RS4TC locomotives there at the time. One was painted in the 

then-standard black Army locomotive paint job and numbered DLA 54344.  It had 

originally been US Army 4004, serial number 61234, and nicknamed The General. 

 

The other locomotive was painted in standard Navy locomotive yellow and numbered DLA 

87001.  It was the former US Army 4043, serial number 61286, and nicknamed The Admiral. 

 

I think both locomotives had been based in Germany at one time.  I do know ex-USA 4043 

has been operated at Nousseur, French Morocco, then went to Germany (Mannheim-Rheinau?) 

until at least July 1976, and was back in the USA by late 1977.  It was at the port of 

Mobile, AL, by April 1978. 

 

So where did the nicknames originate?  A nice lady in the base's public affairs office 

said that both Army and Navy personnel worked at the base, so in honor of the two 

groups, one locomotive was called The General and the other The Admiral. 

 

And why was The Admiral yellow?  It had been piggybacked onto a Navy locomotive 

repainting contract and was painted yellow, just like typical Navy locomotives. 

 

By late 1996 rail was coming to an end at the DLA base in Richmond and later the 

locomotives were excessed.  Today The General is on the Buckingham Branch RR and The 

Admiral is on the Shenandoah Valley Railroad at their 8701 (one "0" having been 

dropped). 

 

 

At Hallsboro 
        “The Rebel” pulling RF&P 702 and 703                                   “The Rebel”  switching 

 



 
Page 6—The Highball 

 
HALLSBORO REPORT & PHOTOS 

Notes by Kevin Frick and Win Goodier; Photos—Win Goodier 
 

 NOTE 4/7/09 I was told that Saturday was a good day. Win Goodier and Steve Harrison worked 

on the HM -6 and were able to rejoin the engine and transmission. Several bolts needed replacement  

and Win will get these and have them ready for his next work day. Randy Ridgley and Bob Stevens 

continue working on the fenceline at the ladder track.  They placed numerous poles and will have all 

the poles necessary to continue the fence above the crossi ng. Randy Ridgley and I were at the property 

on Monday and were able to replace all of the deteriora ted bolts on the tractor. the two leaking 

cylinders were removed and delivered to Hesco to be rebuilt. the hoses connecting the cylinders were 

dry rotted an d taken to Sutton and Clark to be replaced. We placed #3 stone in the areas Randy had 

dug out, removed the dirt he had placed in piles and placed stone over the culverts at the gate 

installation on the ladder track .  Kevin Frick  

 Note 4/19/09      I was out  Saturday and got a few things accomplished. All of the bad 

ties have been cleaned up and placed in one area, The old burn pile has been knocked down and 

spread out to dry so we can grade the area, the  dirt piled in various areas has been cleaned up and 

placed on the spoil pile, Dirt was placed beneath the fence at the ladder track and over the pipe at the 

area behind the container. Some of the debris laying out side of the 494 has been removed and placed 

on two areas for separating. The belt guard on the a ir compressor was reinstalled and large stone was 

placed where Randy and Bob had dug out for the ties. The bent pipe on the main reservoir tank of the 

Davenport was repaired by cutting off the damaged piece, grinding away the  weld and knocking out the 

old nipple with a cold chisel . I retapped the nole with a 2" tap and put a new close nipple in it's 

place.  I  need to  do some replumbing on the air lines and in the cab to seal the air system back up. Bob 

Stevens arrived around  3:00 PM and had the new spiking t ool and power pack with him. We unloaded it 

and placed it in the container at the workbench end. I replaced the incandescent light bulbs in the 

container with the new fluorescent bulbs that burn less electricity and put out more light. I was able 

to  recycl e two 5 gallon containers of diesel fuel we drained from the skid steer but the last one was 

very dirty in both color and debris. I placed it in a jerry can and it will have to be disposed of  with the 

fuel from the regulator and Davenport . Kevin Frick    
 Note 5/2/09 When I arrived at Hallsboro, Randy Ridgley, Steve Harrison and Bob Stevens were 

wrapping up the work on the fence. They will realign some of it, Randy says he will purchase several 

more fence posts, so they can bring the fence to the small fill area between the ODC and NS. This work 

looks excellent and we owe a great deal to those working on it, this has saved the chapter thousands of 

dollars in fence erection. We started working on some more tie replacement in switch #1 when the 

heavens opened u p and watered down our spirits   (we all got soaking wet). Randy, Steve and Bob left. 

I decided to change oil in the tractor and reconnect the bush hog. I was able to get this done and cut a 

little grass also. We are trying to get all of the ties replaced,  tamped and ready to be spiked after the 

spring trips. We are also working on the Davenport and the HM -6 as time allows. We hope to have the 

HM-6 running by the beginning of June, once we running we can start on the body and roof work to 

restore this uniqu e item. Any and all are welcome at Hallsboro for we have jobs that consist of all 

different types!  Kevin Fri ck  

 Note 4/26/09  Randy and Bob Stevens continued work on the Security fence. It’s really looking 
good. I’ve attached a couple of photos of the fence and also one of the track work being done. Randy has pulled most 
of the bad ties out, and dug out a lot of the clay underneath. That’s been replaced with big stone underneath and 
smaller stone on top for ballast. I reassembled a lot of the HM-6 engine. Randy helped me out re-mounting a very 
stubborn air compressor. We will never have to worry about the frame rusting out with the amount of oil and grease on 
it. All that is left is to put the radiator back in and connect all of the hoses and belts. Then we should have a moving 
piece of equipment.  Win Goodier 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Page 7—The Highball 

HALLSBORO REPORT ïphotos (continued )  

 

  
 

 

  
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 


