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This is a photo of Win Goodier spiking ties in front of the CMRR 401 Alco RS-1.  Our thanks to Win for sharing this picture. 

 

OLD DOMINION CHAPTER JULY MEETING 
Broad Street Station (Science Museum of Virginia) 

Tuesday, July 21, 7:30 pm 
Program: "Virtual Trip Along the Catskill Mountain Railroad"  

 Win Goodier, ODC First V.P., will present an audio visual special on the Catskill Mountain Railroad, formally the Ulster & 
Delaware RR and a branch of the New York Central & PC. He will have a digital presentation of the Railroad in its current 
condition as well as historical photos. The trip will start at the banks of the Hudson River and wind its way up to the Peaks of the 
Catskill Mountains. He will also show the progress of this all volunteer organization that has been featured this year in the May 
edition of "Trains" Magazine, as well as a shining example of RR restoration in the US for rail preservationists. 
  As an incentive to attend, we will have free door prizes of RR items. So come out, enjoy an outstanding program and 
bring a friend. 
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FUTURE PROGRAMS 
 Tuesday, August 18    "Narrow Gauge Fever." A slide and video show on the Cumbres & Toltec RR narrow gauge line in 
Colorado & New Mexico. Lots of steam. 
 Tuesday, September 15  "Minnesota Trains-Second Section." A continuation of the April program that was cut short 
due to ODC business affairs. 

 

ODC EXCURSION TRAIN TRIPS 
 The ODC Trip Committee met in Doswell on June 13 and made plans for the remainder of 2009 for our train excursions. 
On July 25 ODC will run an "Extra" excursion for the Buckingham County Chamber of Commerce. The train will depart at 9:30 am 
and will return by 12:30 pm. The Tom Mix Rangers will participate and shoot up their show. Call Marsha Cox if you have any 
questions. 
 Fall trip dates are October 10, 17 & 24th. The Tom Mix Rangers are currently planned for the 17th. Ticket prices for the 
October trips will remain the same. Due to changes in the US Postal Service regulations, the committee voted to go with a 
professional mailing service at a cost of $540.00 per mailing commencing in August with a target date by the 7th. Phone sales for 
the fall and Santa trips will begin on September 5th. 
 Santa trips will take place on December 5 and 12. The committee voted to raise ticket prices to $18.00 since demand 
continues to exceed our capacity. 
 The spring trips sold our 100% early, although we had some "no shows." Some items of interest concerned staffing for 
RR days; awareness of running times due to new FRA hours of service laws; and repairs to MOO cars. 
  

HULL STREET DEPOT RENOVATION UPDATE 
 The re-bids were opened on June 10. Taking into consideration the base bid plus additive bid #1, the low bidder was 
Spacemakers, Inc. of Norfolk. Their combined bid was $459,966.00. The second place combined bid was $502,061.00 from Evans 
Construction, Inc., Sandston. David Puckett, architect, submitted a proposal to VDOT on June 22 for their approval. They 
promised an expedited proceeding this time around, as contrasted to this spring, so hopefully we will see some construction 
activity this summer. 

AMTRAK IN NORFOLK 
 As all astute ODC members know, Amtrak trains do not service the largest section of Hampton Roads, namely the south 
side of Norfolk, Virginia Beach, Portsmouth, Chesapeake & Suffolk. As reported in "On Track," the newsletter of the Virginia 
Association of Railway Patrons, the bus drop off points in Norfolk & the Beach for passengers to and from Hampton Roads 
Transfer in Newport News do not even rate signage, nor a station. Norfolk and the Beach have two curbside drop off points each. 
In Norfolk, they're in a part of town where at night you have to look around to make sure you're safe. No places to wait with a 
roof or information boards. 
 But, hold on! The Feds have designated Norfolk as a route for new passenger train service sometime in the future. And, 
in a surprise, the NS's new president says NS will cooperate with the planning process. Two problems involve how to get through 
Petersburg and where in Norfolk to build a new depot. Neither will be easy. Both will be far off. Stay tuned. 
 

 
ODC BOARD MEETINGS 

 
 The next ODC Board meetings will take place on July 13 at 7:30 pm at the Hull St. 
depot. The next BOD meetings will be on either September 7 or 14 & November 9 and 17 
(annual meeting). 
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ODC FINANCIAL REPORT 
 Our treasurer, Ned Krack, has submitted our financials to our auditor for review, covering April 1, 2008 to March 31, 
2009. Here is an unaudited summary covering this twelve month period: 
Item                                                   Apr. Ψ08-Mar. Ψ09           % Change 
Total revenue                                        $135,228.06                    19.1% 
Cost of goods sold                                       4,250.00                   100.0 
Gross revenue                                       $130,978.06                   15.4% 
  
Total expenses                                     $151,156.59                     44.3% 
Net ordinary income                           $ -20,178.53                   -331.3% 
Total other income                                         333.55                       2.9 
Net income                                           $-19,844.98                    319.3% 
 As anticipated, the large difference between the period ending March 31, 2009 compared to the previous year dealt 
with the expenses related to the Hull Street depot renovation, which will continue into this fiscal year. The balance sheet items 
are as of March 31, 2009: 
Total assets                                        $241,046.66                        -7.1% 
Total liabilities                                          3,750.00                        66.7% 
Total equity                                          237,296.66                         -7.7% 
Total liabilities & equity                   $241,046.66                        -7.1% 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF THE COWBOY EVENTτBUCKINGHAM COUNTY, JULY 25, 2009 
 On Saturday, July 25, 2009, the Buckingham Branch Chamber of Commerce and the Tom Mix Cowboys are having a first 
ever National Day of the Cowboy event in Buckingham County. 
 The ODC will supply car hosts for this one trip which begins at Dillwyn Station, leaving at 9:30 a.m. and returning by 
12:45-1:00 p.m.  It will be our usual route, from Dillwyn Station to New Canton...backing out onto the bridge over the James 
River and return.  Tickets are being sold by the Chamber of Commerce in Buckingham County.  It promises to be very exciting. 
The Tom Mix Cowboys will hold up the train with the good guys winning in the end.  There will be a celebrity (which seems to 
have changed from Newly of Gunsmoke fame to Larry Storch from "F Troop").  Celebrity lookalikes and all 
sorts of other wild west items. 
 So, if you would like to be a part of this event, please let me know at marsha.cox@comcast.net.  We have some car 
hosts already committed, but the more the merrier.  It's a nice chance to be on the train.  Please bring your 
own water, etc...As we will not be running the Commissary.  Also, please plan to arrive by 8 a.m. so we can get the train ready. 

+ + + + + + + + 

ROOFS TO BE REPLACED ON MOO CARS IN AUGUST 
Next item:  Sometime in August the roofs on the Moo Cars will need to be 
replaced.  This may be a two Saturday event. I'll send out an e-mail as soon 
as I have more information.  If you would like to be part of this adventure, 

please send me a message and I'll let you know a date. 
Marsha.cox@comcast.net. 

 
Thanks!! 

Marsha Cox 
Trip Chair 

 

From the editor:  These notes were taken from the website of Buckingham County. The Historic Village was ten years in the making and 

opened on September 20, 2007.  The Historic Village does not represent one particular period of history, but  instead represents the 
Buckingham County over several centuries.  Rose Cottage was a stagecoach stop and this is where Gen. Robert E. lee camped on his way back 
to Richmond two days after the surrender at Appomattox. 
 At this time, the Village consists of:  tobacco barn, state company office, general store, corn crib, smoke house, one room school, post 
office, slate roofed privy, a colonial garden, and a pen for small animals.  The buildings were moved to this location to create a Village. 
Volunteers dress in period attire, and act as guides, staff the Village. 
 On July 25, NATIONAL DAY OF THE COWBOY EVENT, re-enactors are coming from New Mexico, Tombstone, and all over the country 
to help make this day special!  There is something for everyone.   

COME ON OUT AND HAVE A SUPER DAY OF FUN!! 
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1946 PHOTOS AT RF&P STATION IN FREDERICKSBURG 
 ODC Chapter Member Neil J. Humphreys of Farmville, VA is sharing with the Highball readers several photographs taken 
at the RF&P station in Fredericksburg in June 1946.  Last month a picture of the RF&P coach #703 was on the front page; and he 
thought our readers would be interested in the photos below.  It is most kind of him to share with us, so thanks, Neil.  It will bring 
back many memories to our readers.  Photos copyrighted by Neil J. Humphreys. 
  

  
  

  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

     ODC ARCHIVES COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR JULY 
  By Calvin Boles 

The ODC Archives Committee will meet on July 9 & 23 at 3600 W. Broad Street. Meeting begins at 1900 hrs. 
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AT HALLSBORO 
By Kevin Frick; photos by Win Goodier 

June 23, 2009 In the loss of the Whitcomb locomotive, we were given a date to move it and could not get it moved within the 
time constraints. That locomotive, a Baldwin ςLima-Hamilton side rod 45 tonner and a GE 80 tonner have all been scrapped 
and lost to history. Randy Ridgley has done a masterpiece with the 1202. He has repaired the sides, painted the entire car and 
roof. The car looks great (I have never seen it look so good in my 43 years of being in and knowing about the chapter. He has 
done all of this at his expense. Bob Stevens and Randy have completed installing all of the available fencing at the property.  It 
really looks professional and hopefully will protect the cars somewhat. We still need about half the property fenced in to 

complete the security of the property.  
WOW!! The 1202 which Randy Ridgley has repaired and painted 

     
 

     
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

At Hallsboro, workers are needed.  Come on out and join the gang. 
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COMMISSARY CAR DOOR 

Note from Editor:  The information and photos were in an e-mail sent by John DeMajo, who is making the door, to Kevin Frick.  
Progress is In the works; and he hopes to have the project completed in the near future. Good job and thanks, John. 

 

 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Branson Scenic Railwayτby Nelson Burks; photos by Nelson 
 These pictures of the Branson Scenic Railway train were taken at Hollister, MO on June 20. I had ridden it the day 
before.  The GP30 and F unit are both former B&O units. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Visit our website:  www.odcnrhs.org; a photo of one of the Excursion trips on the bridge at the James River. 

 

http://www.odcnrhs.org/
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ΨD!D{.¸ ¢!±9wbέ hC ¢I9 /ϧh IL{¢hwL/![ {h/L9¢¸ 
by Bob Dickinson; photos supplied by Bob 

The dining car "Gadsby Tavern" belongs to the C&O Historical Society in Clifton Forge, VA.  During its service with the C&O 
railroad the car passed thru Doswell probably thousands of times. Doswell Station is in Doswell, VA about 25 miles north of 
Richmond. At this location the BB R&A Div. (Formally the CSX, C&O, Virginia Central, and Louisa Railroad) crosses the former 
RF&P RR (Now CSX, Baltimore Div.). The occasion was the "Dinner in the Diner" event which was part of the ASLRRA meeting that 
was held in Richmond on June 16. 2009.  

         

     

 
Bob and Annie Bryant at the dinner 

Above photos ς inside the άDŀdǎōȅ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴέ  
 



 

The World of Railroading 
By Jerry Grosshans 

Chapter News Release The C. P. Huntington Chapter has announced the 2009 editiƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ άbŜǿ wƛǾŜǊ ¢Ǌŀƛƴέ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ƻƴ 
 October 17, 18, 24, and 25, 2009.  for more information, the chapter maintains a toll free number, 866-639-7487. 
Potomac Rail News Two men are facing charges for the theft of copper signal wire belonging to CSX along the trackage 
 west of Hancock, MD.  They were observed by CSX employees and were quickly arrested, and admitted their theft, 
 planning to steal up to 2,600 feet or wire, worth about 79 cents per foot.  CSX has had several similar thefts in that 
 general area during the past several years, even though the road has stepped up its patrols.  Not only is such theft a 
 crime but it delays traffic, fouls up signaling and is dangerous as the wires carry  an electrical current. 
The Transfer Table New Jersey Transit has approved the purchase of nine additional ALP-46-A electric motors 
 (locomotives) for a total fleet of 36 of the model.  Older ALP-44 units will be retired the new units can handle up to ten 
 cars, while the older ones max out at six.  Final delivery of all of the new units should be by mid-2011. 
The Rail  ²ŀƭǘ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ {ǘǳŘƛƻǎ ƛǎ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƪŜ ƻŦ ά! 
 /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀǊƻƭΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ пм ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ Ŏities.  The closest place I have 
 heard about, to-date, for this train to visit is the NC Transportation Museum at Spencer, NC where it is schedules to be 
 October 9-12. 
  General Electric plans to build a plant, probably in the Albany, NY area, for building high capacity batteries for 
 hybrid locomotives, mining trucks and other similar applications.  GE hopes to have the plant operational by mid-2011. 
The Rail and Northstar News ¢ǿƻ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ {ŀƴǘŀ CŜ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ άŎǳǎǘƻƳƛȊƛƴƎέ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ōȅ .b{F and headed 
 ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¦ƴƛǘ мпслΣ ά¢ƘŜ .ŜŜǇέ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƛƴ .ŀǊǎǘƻǿΣ /!Φ  ¢ƘŜ .ŜŜǇ ƛǎ 
 a Baldwin butt-head (end cab) switcher with a long hood from an EMP Geep, using its 12 cylinder 567 powerplant in lieu 
 of the Baldwin de la Vergne.  Also, the only SF30B units has been acquired by the Minnesota Commercial Railway.  This 
 is a rebuilt and upgraded General Electric U23B, with a power plant boost from 2300 to 3000 hp and was to be the 
 prototype  of a series of rebuilt GE units, as Santa Fe did with some SF30C models.  The unit was successful but soon 
 thereafter Santa Fe closed its Cleburne, TX shops, ending its fling with rebuilding older units. 
Richmond Times Dispatch  Virginia Railway Express is raising fares to help offset an estimated $1 million shortfall.  As of 
 the end of June fares will increase by 6%, meaning a trip from Fredericksburg to Union Station will go from $9.75 to 
 $10.30 and a monthly pass will increase in cost to $285, a $15. increase.  On the Manassas line fares will increase by 
 45 cents to $8.45 and a monthly pass will go up from $221 to $234. 
Interchange The 2009 National Convention Committee has announced that former SP #4449 (The Daylight) will not be a 
 part of the convention as sponsors of Train Festival 2009, which provided for the locomotive to come east from 
 Portland, OR have demanded a five figure user fee if 4449 was to take part in the NRHS convention.  As convention 
 tours and trips have already been announced and fees quoted, there was no way this increase in costs could be 
 assessed and recovered at the convention. 
  Virginia Railway Express is beginning activities for the construction of a new maintenance shop at Broad Run, 
 about 40 miles south of Washington.  Car and locomotive services are to be handles as well as car washing.  The new 
 facility should be on line by May 2010.  It is expected that up to 50 persons would be hired for this facility. 
  On May 20, Union Pacific moved out its 200,000the loaded coal train from the Wyoming Powder River Basin 
 since trains began serving the basin in 1984. 
Tarheel Telegrapher Amtrak has broken ground, on May 18, for a new Auto Train station at Sanford, FL.  This is to replace 
 an outdated and too small terminal, partly housed in a tent, that can handle only 370 persons.  The new facilities will 
 include seating for up to 600, a gift shop, café, new restrooms and the ticket counter. 
Peach State Xpress Sen. John Tester (D-Mt) has announced hearings to discuss the possibility of another Amtrak route 
 across Montana, serving Glendive-Billings-Butte-Missoula, over the route served in pre-Amtrak times by the Northern 
 Pacific North Coast Limited. 
  The Colorado rail Passenger Association has filed suit challenging the development plans for DeƴǾŜǊΩǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ 
 Station and the nearby area, citing that present plans seem to favor private and commercial development over train 
 patrons and transit riders.  This was mentioned in the cessation of service for the ski-train. 
  Amtrak has repositioned passenger cars on the Crescent, Silver Star and Silver Meteor by moving sleepers to 
 the rear of the train to decrease noise from locomotives and horn blowing. 
Midwest Rail Scene Report Union Pacific has furloughed a number of workers, but has kept them on the payroll with full 
 benefits and partial wages, in the event business improves.  UP is paying full health benefits but personnel such as 
 conductors will work eight days per month to retain seniority, training and qualifications.  While these actions are 
 costing UP to $50 million annually, CEO James Young states that he is determined not to have a repeat of the 2004 
 problems when the road was chronically short-handed. 



The World of Railroading (continued) 

 
Midwest Rail Scene Report Due to the economic situation BNSF has cut is orders for ES44AC and DC locomotives from GE 
 to 271 from the original order of 322. 
  A new Railroad, Grand Elk, has taken over operation of a 123 mile line, formerly CSX, running from Elkhart, IN 
 to Grand Rapids, MI.  This is a class III operation, with expected revenues of less than $28 million and with 54 
 employees. 
Railfan & Railroad Mount Washington Cog Railway plans to put into use two more diesel locomotives, cutting back 
 extensively on steam operations. 
  Progress Rail has announced several projects for road service locomotives, the 3000 hp PR30C and a 4300 hp 
 PR43C, both models powered by Caterpillar 3516c-HD prome movers.  Norfolk Southern is testing two of the units and a 
 third is on UP in Texas.  Progress cites an up to 90% reduction in emissions. 
Railpace  bƻǊŦƻƭƪ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴΩǎ Wǳŀƴƛǘŀ ǎƘƻǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ōŀǘǘŜǊȅ ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ морл ƘǇΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŎŀǎǎ ƻŦ 
 retired GP38 # 2911. 
  CSX has put into storage the last three active SD80MAC units inherited from Conrail. 
  The squabble between Norfolk Southern and the City of Alexandria continues to drag on.  NS opened a facility 
 for offloading ethanol at the former Southern yard at VanDorn St.  The city first attempted to prohibit the activities but 
 was rebuffed by the STB.  Then the city tried to restrict access to trucks, and this, too was struck down in federal court, 
 to which actions the city is appealing.  Meanwhile NS has fenced in the entire are due to the persistent furor over the 
 facility. 
  The July issue of Railpace has the second part of the write-up on the ex-RF&P lines, covering Milford to 
 Fredericksburg, done in the usual good style by Jeff Hawkins and Andrew Morris. 
!ƴŘΣ ƭŀǎǘƭȅΧ 
 With the noted inaccuracy of the news media when it comes to trains and railroading, I wonder about a news bit on Fox 
News Channel earlier today (July 2) about BNSF testing a hydrogen powered locomotive.  From the brief pictures of the unit, it 
appeared to be a small locomotiveΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ άDŜƴ-{Ŝǘǎέ Ƴŀƴȅ lines are acquiring.  I believe the number of 
ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘ ǿŀǎ мрлтΧōǳǘ ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΦ  IȅŘǊƻƎŜƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŀȅǎτby combustion or fuel cells. 
Hopefully more information on this unit will quickly surface. 
  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

  
     The Davenport 
 

             DONATIONS NEEDED FOR RESTORATION 
 The Chapter is working on the restoration of the Davenport and needs your help.  One of the engines needs 
replacement and we need to obtain a new battery.  The Davenport will be used in training chapter members in the proper 
ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ƻƴ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǳǇΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ 
equipment fluid and moveable.  This fundraiser is to repair the Davenport and get it back into operation. 
 Please make donations to the ODC and earmark them for the Davenport fundraiser. 
     MAIL TO:  1504 Walnut Drive, Chester, VA 23836 
 Checks should be made out to the ODC, NRHS, noting the Davenport fundraiser, either on the check or in a note with 
the check.  Thank you so much.
 



    
    

  
 


