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OLD DOMINION CHAPTER APRIL MEETING 
Tuesday, April 21, 2009 

Broad Street Station (Science Museum of VA), 7:30 PM 
Program:  ”Train Watching in Minnesota” 

 Bill Todd will present a slide show on train spotting up in the tundra of Minnesota, including many fallen 
flags, including BN, C&NW, MN&S, MILW, ROCK ISLAND, SOO LINE & MISSABE ROAD.  Also current roads 
such as BNSF, CP, TC&W, and UP plus AMTRAK.  The Todd family survived up there between 1977-1981, and 
their daughter and family still does.  As a matter of fact, B&P are driving back there in early June for their 
grandson’s high school graduation.  If you have not visited Minnesota yet, this will represent new territory for ODC 
members.  Don’t forget to come out and bring a friend. 

 
 
 
 

      
Photos by Tom Hardesty taken during the 2006 displays. 

  Keith Crump is having a discussion with Operation Lifesaver presenter Melvin Jones. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  
By Tom Hardesty 

 On May 30, 2009, the Old Dominion Chapter is again sponsoring Dillwyn Railroad Day in conjunction with our 

Spring Buckingham Branch excursions.  As they have since 2005, the Buckingham Branch will graciously make available their 

ex-US Army Baldwin switcher the General and ex-RF&P caboose 906, BB number 224 for chapter members to conduct 

guided tours at Dillwyn station, 1043 Main Street, Dillwyn, VA 23936.  Bob Bryantôs former C&O motor car and the chapterôs 

own velocipede will be on display, and Virginiaôs Operation Lifesaver will also have a staffed display table.  This year is very 

important to the BB, as it is their 20
th
 anniversary, and our 17

th
 year of excursions. 
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 Here is how you can help.  We will need volunteers to help passengers into and out of the locomotive cab and caboose 

and to ensure their safety around the equipment.  We will also need volunteers to talk about the locomotive, caboose, and 

maintenance of way display and provide handouts explaining their use.  You can also use this opportunity to explain about 

everything the chapter does and possibly recruit new volunteers for your favorite activity in the chapter.  In addition, since 

some of our Railroad Day volunteers are coming from the usual train crew, we can also use volunteers to help as car hosts and 

in food service and souvenir sales on the train. 

 So if you ever wanted to help and join in the fun at the ODC, here is your chance.  We love having new people get 

involved!  Donôt worry if you feel you donôt know enough about the subjects, you can just read the handouts and you will find 

you know much about railroads that you can teach our guests, as the general public has very little exposure to trains today.  To 

join in on the fun on the train, just contact one of the appropriate Trip Committee Chairs on the back of your Highball.  If you 

would like to participate in Railroad Day, just contact Tom Hardesty at TRHardesty@aol.com or (757) 591-2910. 

 
Description and history of several pieces of equipment which will be on display 

 
Extended Vision Cupola Caboose Buckingham Branch 224: 
  
 Originally built for the  Richmond, Fredericksburg, and Potomac as RF&P 906 by the International Car 
Company in Kenton, Ohio in May, 1973, Lot 1979. 
 BB 224 is used as a backup “shoving platform” that provides the crew with a safe place to stand during 
extended back-up moves, as required by all timetable westbound (southbound) trains on the Buckingham Branch’s 
Buckingham Division between New Canton and White. 
  
 The General: 
  
Specifications: 
 Type:    60 Ton Diesel Switcher 
 Horsepower:   500 Hp 
 Originally Built for: United States Army 
 Date Built:   1954 
 Builder:    Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton Corp. 
 According to The Second Diesel Spotter’s Guide by Jerry A. Pinkepank copyright 1973, the General is 
apparently built to an Army blueprint and considered a Whitcomb design.  Davenport also built 18 locomotives to 
the same blueprint.  Baldwin Locomotive Works owned 92% of Whitcomb stock after 1931. 
 By 1940 Whitcomb was operated as a Baldwin division.  In February 1952 all Whitcomb production shifted 
from their Rochelle, IL plant to Baldwin’s Eddystone Works.  In December 1952 the Whitcomb name was dropped 
for Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton identification only.  Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton continued to build Whitcomb designs into at 
least March of 1956. 
  Baldwin had merged with Lima-Hamilton in 1950.  The last new Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton locomotive was 
built in 1956. 
  With a 1954 manufacture date, the General is a Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton, but the fact it is a Whitcomb 
design explains its non Baldwin diesel engine.  Whitcomb used both Caterpillar and Cummins diesels in some of 
their locomotives. 
  The Buckingham Branch uses the General for local switching, as a backup locomotive, and when extra 
horsepower is needed on the grade east of Alpha. 
 

NOTE:  These photos by Dick Hogan (deceased). At Hallsboro, working on the Rebel.  Come, join THE GANG at Hallsboro. 

   

mailto:TRHardesty@aol.com
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FUTURE PROGRAMS  

 

Tuesday, May 19    "Ashland BBQ" Our annual ODC Smokey Pig BBQ at the Ashland Depot. We eat at 5:30 pm. 
 Come when you can and stay as long as you want. Bring a chair, camera, scanner, etc. Lots of fellowship. 
 PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATION WITH THE ENCLOSED RSVP FORM. We definitely need to know 
 how many to order dinner for from Smokey Pig. The cost is still $8.00 like last year. RSVP ASAP. Guests 
 welcomed. 
Tuesday, June 16   "A Digital Trains Program." Bob Bitzer, VP, NRHS, for our Region will visit ODC again and 
 present one of his outstanding programs. 
Tuesday, July 21    "Catskill Mountain Railroad." ODC member Win Goodier will present a program on his 
 "home road." 
Tuesday, Aug 18    "Narrow Gauge Fever." A slide and video show on the Cumbres & Toltec RR narrow gauge 

 line in Colorado & New Mexico. Lots of steam. 

OLD DOMINION MUSEUM  

 Linda Nelon reports that she is doing better on filling our Museum guide duties since her appeal earlier this 
year, especially on Saturdays. But, we still need to beef up our roster of ODC members who can assist us since 
vacation season this summer and the excursion trains will bite into her call list. Please help us.  
Call Linda at 745-4974, or see Bill Todd at our Chapter meeting.  So far in 2009, attendance is over the previous 
year. 
 

HULL S TREET DEPOT RENOVATION UPDATE  

 As of April 1, the VDOT staff is still reviewing our renovation plans, which they have had for weeks.  We 
had anticipated signing a contract by now but hopefully we’re only a few weeks away.  We will have more news at 
the chapter meeting.  In the meantime, Jack Newsom, Bob Timmins and Bill Todd drove up to Luray, VA on 
 March 25 at the invitation of David Puckett, our ODC architect, to tour their N&W depot renovation, which is almost 
complete.  It is very similar to our size and plan and looks great. 
 

ODC EXCURSION TRAIN TRIPS  

  The dates of our spring excursion train trips on the Buckingham Branch RR will be May 9, 16 and 30. 
Please contact Marsha Cox about volunteering as hosts at 262-1745. We need your assistance to make these trips 
successful. This is very important. The Rambler brochures are out and available. Mail order tickets are available 
now, and telephone & caboose sales open March 28. Keith Crump, Ticket Agent, needs assistance with his 
manning the telephones on weekends. His telephone no. is 526-4582, or see him at the Chapter meeting. 
Actual ticket sales are ahead of last year by 25%.  May 9

th
 11:30 am trip is sold out, one week ahead of last year. 

 

ODC ARCHIVES COMMITTEE  

 The Archives group will hold working sessions on 2, 16, and 30 April 09 at 3600 W. Broad St. All sessions 
begin at 1900 hrs and adjourn around 2130 hrs. 
 A loose-leaf notebook has been placed in the ODC Hull St. Museum library containing portions of the 
computerized Archives inventory. This content will be continuously expanded as the data becomes available.  

Note:  At Hallsboro, the Rebel in action—photo by J. R. Sharp—11/10/01 
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BOARD RESOLUTION ADOPTED 3/9/09  

 For a couple of years the ODC board of directors has discussed as part of a long range plan the potential 
sale of excess assets at its Hallsboro Yard facility. Some material has been disposed of when pricing warranted it. 
More recently, outside agencies have inspected some of ODC's rolling stock for possible purchase, but nothing has 
been firmed up, except for continued interest by the Crewe Museum in one of the RF&P coaches (700 series) at an 
offered price of $20,000. In order to acquaint the ODC membership with the Hallsboro yard and equipment, we 
conducted an open house on February 28. In addition, we have encouraged in chapter meetings members to come 
out on any Saturday when work is scheduled to look around. 
  At its March 9 meeting the ODC board of directors decided to adopt by majority (but not unanimous) vote 
the following resolution in order to clarify the status of all of its equipment. The resolution sets forth, as you can see, 
what rolling stock is not for sale and what might be at some time in the future. Most of the equipment is referred to 
by its numbers, which might present the reader with some difficulty. All ODC members are encouraged to read the 
resolution and ask any questions you might have at a chapter meeting. As a result of the passage of the 
Resolution, the Crewe offer is mute. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 It is resolved by the Board of Directors, Old Dominion Chapter, NRHS, that the following items of railroad 
equipment currently owned by the Chapter comprise the core group of rail equipment artifacts that the Chapter 
wishes to preserve for exhibit and/or operation.  As such, these items are not for sale or disposition: 
 
 Car Nos. 71, 494, 185, 703, 704, 705, 706, 1006, 824, 21019, HM6 
 
 Sleeping Car Dinwiddie County 
 
 Locomotives 101, No.1, No.2, Davenport 
 
 The following items of railroad equipment currently owned by the Chapter comprise the group of equipment 
that the Chapter wishes to retain for storage and service purposes.  These items are not suitable for exhibit or 
operation, but due to the Chapterôs needs they are not candidates for disposition. 
  
 Car Nos. 406, 1202, 23452, 32176, 111935, T-201 
 
 The following items of railroad equipment currently owned by the Chapter comprise a group of equipment 
that the Chapter may wish to retain for exhibit and/or operation, but which may, at some point, be deemed surplus 
to our needs: 
 
 Car No. 1088.  Sleeping Car McGirth 
 
 The following items of railroad equipment currently owned by the Chapter are surplus to the Chapter’s 
needs.  As such, they are candidates for disposition. 
 
 Sleeping Cars Brentwood and Sussex County 
 
 Steam Crane # 102 
 
 Locomotive Brown’s Island Express 
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HALLSBORO REPORT  

Notes—Kevin Frick; Photos—Win Goodie 
 

   
 

 
 Progress continues on the installation of the security fence at Hallsboro.  Bob Stevens and Randy Ridgely 
have been the muscle power in the installation of the security fence.  Good job!!    
 NOTE FROM 3/14--Minus a few little adjustments, the skid steer was put back into action today. I have to 
adjust a few things before it will be as it was but it is running again. Randy Ridgley and Bob Stevens were out today 
until 1:00 PM. they were working on the fence in the rain. George Saunders stopped by to see what was going on 
and to discuss the importance of fencing the property. I may have loaned someone my copy of JMJ Productions 
industrial steam locomotives vol. 1. I can not remember who I may have loaned it to but if anyone has it I would 
appreciate it's return. Kevin Frick 
 NOTE FROM 3/25--Work went well on the tractor and the skid steer loader. Both pieces of equipment have 
been returned to operational condition with the help of the following people. Win Goodier, who with a bad back 
assisted in the mounting of the rear tires on the tractor, Randy Ridgley, who assisted with the tires and the removal 
pf six switch ties. Bob Dickinson and Giles Scott also assisted. We need to replace the rim studs on the tractor but 
this can be done without taking the tractor out of service. The fencing looks great as can be seen by Win's pictures. 
Hopefully we can get the spike hammer and get most of the track back into service shortly. Kevin Frick  
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AMTRAK NEWS  

 At the last chapter meeting we reported that the "California Zephyr's" 60th birthday was on March 20. It's first run on the 
CB&Q-D&RGW-WP was on 3/20/49. Lots of dome cars! 
 Also, in the March "Highball" we asked the question following Amtrak's fourth quarter ridership statistics, which long 
haul Amtrak train carried the most passengers in the fourth quarter of 2008? Lots of guesses but all wrong! The answer was the 
"Empire Builder." The top five Long Distance Trains in 4Q were: 
     Empire Builder        133,891 
     Coast Starlight        106,513 
     Silver Star                95,451 
     Calif. Zephyr             90,027 
     Lake Shore Ltd.        87,687 
 On March 20th, the "Richmond Times Dispatch" carried an article indicating that Virginia has agreed to pay Amtrak 
$25.2 million to run two new passenger trains on a three year project one between Richmond & Washington and one between 
Lynchburg & Washington. Amtrak's board is expected to approve the proposal at its April 22-23 meeting. Of the amount, $8 
million will go for upgrading rolling stock. Start up dates are planned for October 1 for the Lynchburg service and December 15 
for Richmond. The trains will actually run through to either New York or Boston as a continuation of NEC service. To begin 
service, the state must make about $30 million in station improvement along the Lynchburg route, and is close to completing 
$130 in improvements on the former RF&P.   
 In its FY 2008 annual report, Virginians for High Speed Rail showed the top ridership stations in Virginia for Amtrak & 
VRE. The highest five were: 
     Richmond (both)          294,839 
     Lorton (AT)                  234,839 
     Alexandria                   120,153 
     Charlottesville               53,038 
     Fredericksburg             53,300 
 Of course, Alexandria and Fredericksburg include both Amtrak & VRE riders. 
 

National Train Day  

 Amtrak has announced that this year's National Train Day will take place on Saturday, May 9. Major celebrations will 
occur in Washington, DC, Philadelphia, Chicago and LA. 

  

Largest Model RR  

 In case you missed it, the "RTD" also carried an article on March 27 that the largest reported model train set in the 
world was in Hamburg, Germany. It has eight miles of track on three floors of a warehouse with a control room housing 45 
computer screens. Holy cow! 

 

Tidewater Tide Light Rail Update  

 Dick Beadles reported on March 26 that Virginia Beach has reached a deal with NS to purchase the former 11 mile 
Norfolk Southern (original) route from Norfolk to the Beach for $40 million for operation of the "Tide" light rail system now under 
construction in Norfolk. Some may have questioned, according to Dick, the deal and its cost, but unlike North Carolina, the state 
of Virginia has long ignored until recently its railroad system and its potential in favor of highway expansion and its resulting 
congestion. As those of us who grew up in Norfolk know, this is long overdue. When completed, we might join Dick in riding The 
Tide from Norfolk to the Beach, roundtrip, of course. Anyone interested? 
 

GREENBRIER BANKRUPT  

 The "Richmond Times Dispatch" reported in late March that the famous Greenbrier Resort in White Sulphur Springs, 
WVa. has declared bankruptcy. Apparently, an ongoing dispute with its unions, the cutoff of funding by CSX and expensive 
renovations coupled with the slow economy has hit the Resort hard. Founded in 1778, the Greenbrier is a national historic 
landmark and has hosted 26 presidents, royalty and was a favorite of General R. E. Lee & family. The Resort lost $90 million in 
the past six years, including $37 million last year. The property gained fame in the early 20th century when the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Railway bought it and improved passenger train service to the town. During W.W. II it served as a German POW camp and 
then as a Army hospital. Later, a bunker was built there to house Congress in case of  another war.  Marriott Hotel is considering 
purchasing the Resort if it can straighten out its labor problems. 
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RAILFANNING THE RF&P RAILROAD  

By Mr. Robin R. Shavers 
This writing was presented to the readers of the RF&P Railroad Historical Society via volume 4, issue 3 of our magazine last summer.  Since 

2009 marks what would have been the RF&Pôs 175th anniversary if it were still in existence today, I thought it would be appropriate and a 

welcomed story for ODC members and RF&P Railroad fans and former employees. 

 Here is the scenario.  It is a Saturday in the spring in the mid- eighties.  The temperature is short sleeve 
ideal.  One of my warm weather RF&P caps is on my head, an RF&P tee shirt covers my upper body and a pair of 
Mr. levi Strauss’s jeans has the lower half covered.  The camera bag, briefcase, scanners, RF&P timetable, lunch, 
thermos and railfan magazines are loaded in the car with sufficient gas in the tank.  LET’S GO. 
 Information heard over the scanner usually determined how I started my day.  By the way, our departure 
time was 07:30 and since nothing is on the move at the moment, I grab a sausage biscuit at Hardees to accompany 
my orange juice within my commuter mug.  I decide to consume breakfast parked near the Bryan Park Locomotive 
Terminal.  By seeing what motors are at the terminal, I can get an idea of what traffic is like out on the RF&P or 
what it is not like.  Ah yes, listening to those second generation geeps idle with the periodic discharge of 
condensate is indeed music to my ears. 
 After a leisurely 10-minute breakfast, I drive to the southend of Acca Yard to see if any trains are ready to 
depart south.  If there were of course I’d stick around.  If not, I’d move on as I do today.  My goal on this day is to 
travel north to Milford at milepost 37.8.  If I achieve that goal, fine,   If not, that’s okay too.  This is a advocation, not 
a job.  Back in the day, I basically did 3 types of railfanning.  The first was photographic goals where I had specific 
locations that I desired to photograph the trains.  The second was marathon train watching where the goal was to 
see as many trains as possible within a specific time fram or until the desire to have dinner won out.  The third 
being to park somewhere by the tracks and catch up on my railroad reading.  It was not unusual for me to remain 
parked in one location for eight or more hours.  Today’s agenda falls into category 1. 
 I’m traveling north on Staples Mill Road when the engineer of southbound freight #405 contacts the 
yardmaster at Acca for instructions.  I make a quick U-turn to head a mile south to Hermitage Road where there is a 
grade crossing and ideal spot for a morning southbounder photo.  Arriving with three minutes to spare, I take a nice 
photo of the mixed freight.  I also shoot a few freight cars too.  Returning to my car I discover via the scanner that 
intermodal northbound #17 is in the picture but it will be awhile before he departs Acca.  I decide I’ll take a photo of 
176 at the tiny community of Elmont at milepost 11.5. 
 I divert from Staples Mill Road and use backroads that keep in relatively close contact with the tracks.  
Arriving at Elmont about 15 minutes later, I begin to read the current issue of RAILFAN & RAILROAD magazine as 
I await for 176’s arrival.  I’ve been reading now for about 20 minutes when the sound of a distant airhorn from the 
smouth infiltrates my ears.  It does not sound like an RF&P locomotive horn.  When it blows again for the crossing 
just south of where I’ve parked, I know it is not an RF&P.  I position myself for whatever this mystery train is.  With 
blaring airhorns for the main Elmont grade crossing, it is a late running #52, the Auto Train.  This is a real bonus for 
me since I am rarely trackside for this train’s normal on time passage through Richmond.  Another good photo is 
secured and I decide to photograph 176 at Ashland’s Ashcake Road crossing where I can include the signals into 
the picture along with the train. 
 I depart Elmont with an enthusiastic wave from an elderly gentleman that I often see sitting on his front 
porch in a red rocking chair.  As always, I give him an enthusiastic wave in return.  I arrive at Ashcake Road 
crossing in about 10 minutes.  I park and check several possible photo angles thru my Canon AE-1 viewfinder.  
Motorist stare as if they had never seen a person out photographing trains before.  Ashland has been a big draw for 
train watchers for years.  I act as if they are invisible.  As I return to my car parked on the eastside of the RF&P high 
irn, I hear a distant airhorn to the south.  It’s blowing for Elmont so I return to my pre selected spot.  The curious 
continue to stare.  A headlight soon appears and it is indeed #176.  A good photo is produced as he splits the 
signals.  As was customary at the time, 176 was filled out with mixed freight on the rear.  I received a few toots from 
the hogger as he reduced the train’s speed to adhere to Ashland’s speed restriction for trains.  Returning to my 
auto, I decide to try for two photos at Vaughn Road crossing at northern Ashland.  Driving along the tracks thru 
Ashland can give you a spiritual rush as you come to grips that you are driving just an arms length away from one 
of the most important and vital railroad routes on the east coast and best of all, you can’t be busted for trespassing.  
Approaching the Randolph Macon College campus, I decide to cruise thru the campus since no trains are close.  
With classes still in session, attractive women are a pleasant diversion from the balance of what the rest of the 
day’s itinerary will present.  My scenic route detour really paid off.  
 



RAILFANNING THE RF&P (continued) Page 8 
 
 At Vaughn Road crossing is a VDOT facility with a covered picnic table and a nice view of the tracks.  My  
goal is to photograph a southbound and a northbound freight here.  The picnic area is public.  I take a few moments 
to mentally review what I have accomplished thus far.  The day is perfect.  The birds are very active and a breeze 
stirs as the temperature is noticeably warmer compared to 07:30 more than 3 hours ago.  I’m about to check out 
some photo possibilities when the grade crossing protection equipment comes to life.  It’s another southbound 
mixed freight #465 and he too is slowing down for Ashland ahead.  My desired photo is accomplished and I stand 
near the crossing to observe the long freight.  I’m observing 465 when I am startled by the blare of an airhorn.  It’s a 
north freight on #2 track.  Bummer.  Now I’ll have to wait for who knows how much longer before another 
northbound freight makes a presence.  The northbounder is #416.  when both trains have cleared the crossing and 
quiet once again prevails, I return to my reading.  Now folks for the record, Amtrak trains are running as scheduled 
but since they are of no interest to me in terms of photography and since I’m trying to keep this article from being 
too long, I will not write them into the contents of this story.  Auto Train is the exception.  My wait for a northbound 
freight is not long.  About a half hour after northbound 416, the local shows with 2 motors and about 30 cars or so.  
After photographing him and observing his passage, I head for the metropolis of Doswell in bucolic Hanover 
County. 
 I arrive at Doswell hoping to shoot the local as he hits the RF&P/C&O diamond.  Not so fast Robin.  A 
westbound C&O train of empty coal hoppers had received clearance first and he could be heard blowing in the east 
at Kings Dominion.  He would reach Doswell shortly.  I could see the local in the distance to the south.  The sound 
of approaching EMD locomotives at work was getting louder.  Looking eastward I could see the westbound passing 
under the I-95 double span bridge.  By this time I had entered the southwest quadrant of the diamond to 
photograph the C&O train along with HN Tower.  Two SD40s are on the point, one in C&O blue and the second in 
Chessie System.  My shot is made followed by a wave to the crew.  150 cars plus a Chessie cupola caboose roll by 
on jointed rail.  The clickty clack plus the banging at the diamond is almost deafening.  The racket only a railroad 
enthusiast could appreciate.  As he is rolling by, I position myself for a rear of train with caboose photo.  I have 
always photographed caboose on the trains.  These photos can be just as interesting as pictures with engines 
roaring towards you. 
 With the westbound hopper train safely clear, the local receives the signal to cross over from track two to 
track three and into the Doswell Yard.  After watching him for a second time, I head for the station building at the 
diamond to visit agent Tommy Boyd.  I have known Mr. Boyd for a number of years and I usually get a lineup of 
what’s coming out of Acca Yard.  He informs me that the Juice Train was probably the most popular and 
photographed trains on the Atlantic seaboard. 
 By now it is almost 1:00 pm and it is indeed time for my lunch with cranberry apple beverage.  I dine in my 
car where I can monitor my scanner and listen to a rock radio station simultaneously.  Mr. Boyd was very busy with 
paperwork.  As I dined, I decided to photograph the Juice Train coming by HN Tower.  This goal was achieved a 
little over an hour later.  After he cleared the diamond, again I heard airhorns to the east.  That’s right, another train 
of empty coal hoppers was headed my way.  I thought of a photo possibility.  I had never photographed a 
westbound C&O train from the US 1 bridge over the tracks.  Off I go with NO TIME to waste as I have to park at a 
former school and run roughly two city blocks to the bridge with traffic traveling well over the posted speed limit.  I 
make it but just by the skin of my bare knuckles. 
 My next stop railroad wise will be Ruther Glen after an ice cream stop at Wendys.  Ruther Glen is an 
interesting place.  Rolling hills, houses here and there, clumps of forest and open fields and best of all, a railroad 
runs thru it. 
 I cross the tracks via a wooden bridge that has long since been replaced by a stronger more modern 
structure.  My scanner picks up a transmission at the Taylorsville DD box milepost 19.6.  Ruther Glen is milepost 
27.1.  By past experience, it should be train 192.  I decide to photograph him at track level with the wooden bridge 
framing the train.  Shortly another transmission is announced, this one from a DD box at 31.8 milepost to my north.  
This southbound is way closer than the northbound so to the top of the bridge I go.  He arrives in about 7 minutes.  
It is intermodal train #191, the first of 3 southbound TOFC trains.  I reposition myself for the northbound which is 
ironically #192.  I’m wearing what is known as a bra for a handheld radio.  This frees my hands while the scanner is 
secure in the bra across my chest.  192 is heard telling a southbound that he looks A OK on the eastside.  The 
second southbound TOFC train is #171 known to railroaders and railfans as The Orange Blossom Special.  I 
photograph him with the same idea as I did with #192.  Coming under the bridge with bridge framing the train. 
 After 171’s passage, I take some time, a few seconds actually, to figure out what might be next.  Again the 
DD box 31.8 milepost gives a train on track 3 a good report.  Should be #175.  At the same time I hear  
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the engineer of the OBS talking to the engineer of the local which has departed Doswell.  The local is on its way to  
Fredericksburg to deliver that second engine.  I’m debating whether to stay at Ruther Glen or to burn rubber for 
Milford.  Past experience has taught me to stay where I am if I don’t want to miss anything.  Instinct also tells me 
that #409 should be not too far behind 175.  Now to decide where to catch 3 for sure trains within the next few 
minutes to forty-five minutes.  I drive along the dirt road that parallels the track to the signal.  A small miracle has 
occurred.  175 contacts the dispatcher telling him he has gone into emergency about a mile from where I’m located. 
The dispatcher in turn contacts the local and tells him to proceed with caution past the 175.  The local 
acknowledges those instructions.  I get a good inside curve shot of him.  A few moments later, 175 contacts the 
dispatcher and tells him the problem has been found and corrected.  The air hose had separated between the 
fourth and fifth piggyback flats.  As soon as his air line pressure would be restored, he would be headin’ south.  He 
was by me in about 20 minutes.  I got a nice outside curve shot of him thanks to a huge cloud that blotted out the 
sun. 
 My scanner picks up the local talking to the #409 at Milford.  That was one thing I especially enjoyed about 
the RF&P road crews.  They held in transit short conversations with each about what was going on at Acca, 
Potomac Yard and over the road between.  The Amtrak engineers were included in this comradery too.  There is a 
curve that swings southward after tracks pass under the Ruther Glen bridge.  From the bridge it a hike of about a 
mile.  A service road along the track provides a safe and comfortable hike to my desired photo spot.  There is 
another huge cloud overhead and it will work to my advantage if 409 arrives within the next ten minutes by my 
calculation.  To the northeast I can hear the cadence of EMD units at work.  He roared by me in about 8 minutes 
with a trio of power in elephant style with the headend brakeman waving at me as if I’m some sort of dignitary.  Of 
course, I return the greeting. 
 By now it’s close to 4:00 or 4:30 and since I have you readers with me, I’ll bring this railfan day along the 
RF&P to a close.  I hope you have enjoyed yourself.  Each adventure on the RF&P like any other railroad can be 
different, that can be plus or minus.  Normally my day would not end till around 6:00 pm or longer if I know or 
believe a train or trains are headed my way. 
 See ya trackside and as they say on a certain television program “let’s be careful out there.” 
 
 

 
The Orange Blossom Special  

WAY BACK WHEN  by Betty Staples 
 As I was typing Robinôs article, I recalled the time when Evan Siler gave me a copy of this photo.  I have 
since come to treasure the photo overflowing with power and majesty of the drama of the famous train.  If my 
memory is correct, I think this photo was made in the late 30ôs or early 40ôs.  It was his favorite.  I do not recall the 
photographerôs name.  Evan, a former outstanding chapter member, died many years ago.  Evan shared his love of 
railroads with all, and you know what, it was contagious.  This gal could listen to his tales for hours.  Thanks, Evan. 
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THE WORLD OF RAILROADING  

By Jerry Grosshans 
Midwest Rail Scene Report 
 Construction of a new dock-rail terminal at the Port of Jacksonville, FL has been put on hold by CSX due to 
a decline in cargo coming from Asia, which decline is probably due to the world economy.  The facility was due to 
be completed by 2011 and is not now scheduled for commencement of construction until at least that date. 
 In 2007 work was started on twin 35 mile long tunnels through the Alps, which work is scheduled for 
completion by 2015 but could take as long as 2018 if any problems arise.  A feature of the twin tunnels is an one-
half mile long (high) elevator for each tunnel, which elevators are already a tourist draw, with a cost of 60 euros per 
round trip, which trips last rough two minutes. 
 Times may be yard but BNSF continues to acquire locomotives.  In addition to the unique ES44AC4’s 
(#6600-6624) previously reported, SD70ACe units #9305-9329 were received, as well as a number (exact count 
uncertain) of ES44DC units from an order of 322.  With these new units arriving, BNSF is retiring its old GP30 fleet 
as of inspection or unit failures. 
 Sometime in the near future, The History Channel will rerun its “Extreme Trains” series, previously 
broadcast last fall. 
 Those railfans who subscribe to the magazine RAILPACE would note that periodically there was a column 
titled “Boberwatch” which dealt with police officer and security interactions with railfans…usually to the detriment of 
the latter.  The reason for the name of the column has finally been publically announced, it being for New Jersey 
Transit Police Chief Joe Bober, who was widely known in area railfan circles for harassing railfans and 
photographers, even when such were not on transit property and were in fact in public areas.  Bober was eventually 
set straight by no less of a person than New Jersey’s Attorney General! 
 Rail American subsidiary Kyle Railroad has filed intention to purchase the ex-Rock Island lines in Northern 
Kansas and Northeastern Colorado, which lines it has been operating under lease since 1984; the lines being 
owned by the Mid-States Port Authority, a coalition of local governments in the affected area.  Total mileage of over 
350 is involved. 
Tower Topics 
 In a letter to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and to V/P Joe Biden, Amtrak President Joseph Boardman has 
cited amount the needs of Amtrak; 60 electric locomotives for the Northeast Corridor, 25 single level dining cars 
and the same number of single level sleepers, 75 baggage cars and up to 130 bi-level cars for short distance runs.  
The obvious need for more diesel locomotives and additional high-level cars for long distance trains was not 
mentioned at the time of the letter written in February. 
 Bridge to Nowhere???????  A 4440,000 federal grant has been issued to transform the out-of-service rail 
bridge across the Hudson River at Poughkeepsie, NY into a “viewing platform which is hoped to attract tourists (and 
their dollars) to the area; the bridge to open this fall. 
Northstar News 
 Amtrak is eyeing a second Seattle-Vancouver, BC round trip train in time for the 2010 Olympics in 
Vancouver.  The present run leaves Seattle in the morning and returns in the evening.  Currently the new trains 
operation is being held up by the demand of $1500 (Canadian) for inspection of the northbound run by the 
Canadian Border Services.  The current train does not encounter such a charge. 
The Rail 
 The Canadian firm RailPower Technologies has announced that it will declare bankruptcy under both 
Canadian and US statutes.  RailPower produces both the battery powered “Green Goat” and several series of Gen-
Set locomotives. 
 Another sign of spending in these hard times….Union Pacific has announced that it will expend up to $4 
million on its St. Paul, MN to Kansas City “Spine Line” with work to be completed this spring. 
High Green 
 Pioneer Lines operation, Gettysburg Scenic Railway has apparently suspended all operations for 2009.  
After a series of conflicting and hopeful releases, the line now advises persons who check its web site to check 
back in 2010. 
 An old Alco RS1 parked for a number of years at Newington, VA will apparently face the torch as a deadline of mid-
April has been given to acquire the unit for the price of $15,000.  The unit is rough, very vandalized and covered with graffiti.  
Movement of the unit would be difficult as it has friction bearing trucks and an old system 14 airbrake system.  The unit is 

apparently owned by Southern Appalachia Railway Museum in Oak Ridge , Phone—865-363-1538. 
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Potomac Rail News 
 Legislation has been introduced at the Virginia General Assembly and has passed the State Senate 
making it illegal to produce use a fake/counterfeit ticket on Virginia Railway Express Trains, which the carrier cites 
as an “increasing problem.”  VRE cites a loss of about $116,000 in 2008 due to this problem.  Word on final action 
in the General Assembly and the signature of the Governor has not yet been announced.  (Perhaps the fate of this 
can be determined by HIGHBALL publishing time.) 
Cinders 
 General Electric has announced a furlough of 1,550 persons at its Erie, PA locomotive works, citing a 40% 
drop in orders.  GE now expects to build only 485 units in 2009 after building 861 in 2008.  (This was also reported 
in a number of other newsletters, with the interesting but wrong spelling of the word “furlow” being noted several 
times.) 
White Flags & Full Steam 
 A Deputy Sheriff in Randolph County, NC has stated that the most commonly reported crime in his county 
is now stealing metal in various forms from railroads.  He also stated that this situation seems to have increased all 
over the country. 
The Automatic Block 
 CSX has announced that it is furloughing 57 employees in the Cumberland, MD area, 47 in train operations 
and 10 on the mechanical/repair side.  It is believed that roughly 800 persons are now employed by CSX in the 
Cumberland area. 
Richmond Times Dispatch 
 The State Transportation Board has approved a $25.2 million project to add two round trips to Washington, 
one each from Lynchburg and Richmond.  While details have not been announced, the trip from Lynchburg, 
scheduled to begin on October 1, will leave there at about 7:45 am and reach Washington around 11:30, with a 
departure of 5:00 pm and return to Lynchburg about 8:30 pm.  The Richmond train is scheduled to begin on 
December 1, and will leave here at 7:00 am to arrive in DC at 9:30 am with return trip leaving there at 4:00 pm with 
arrival here at 6;30 pm.  Both trains will have up to eight cars, with a café car and a business class car. 
 Charles M. “Chip” Badger, acting director of the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation has 
been named full-time director of the department, after acting in such capacity since December 12.  He is a 36-year 
veteran of state employment, holding degrees from Virginia Tech and University of Maryland. 
 Federal investigators have released a transcript of text messages sent by the engineer of the Metrolink 
train which collided with a Union Pacific freight on September 12.  The messages revealed that engineer Robert 
Sanchez promised a teenage railfan that he would be allowed to operate the train on the day of the collision, which 
killed 25 persons and injured at least 130.  Officials cited at least 43 texts from Sanchez that day, including one 22 
seconds before the crash.  Investigators also stated that no defects were found with the equipment and that all 
indications were that the actions of Sanchez alone were the cause of the crash.  While not a cause or affecting the 
collision, the UP conductor was determined to have marijuana in his system and also sent and received numerous  
texts. 
Railway Age 
 Electromotive’s Class 66 locomotive has been approved for use in France, joining the United Kingdom, 
Germany, The Netherlands, Luxembourg, Belgium, Sweden, Norway and Poland as nations which have these units 
operating on their lines.  Applications for approval are under way in Romania, Denmark and the Republics of the 
Czechs and of the Slovaks (former Czechoslovakia).  These units were first operated commercially in 1998 on the 
English, Welsh and Scottish lines in the United Kingdom. 
 Amtrak has rebuilt 329 intercity passenger cars during 2008 and plans on rebuilding up to 115 more in 
2009, with an outlook of up to 300 cars by 2014.  Virginia Railway Express has 10 bilevel commuter cars still 
undelivered as of this year. 
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Railway Gazette International 
 Starting in 2011, General Electric will build locomotives in Turkey, working with the Turkish firm Tulomsas, 
this will serve the Eastern European, Middle East and North Africa markets. 
 Saudi Railways has installed a 900 meter section of tubular track on its line out of Harad.  This type of track 
uses twin concrete beams to support the rails which rest on rubber bonded cork pads.  There are no ties or ballast 
in this system, which is used in this desert environment due to the constant sand storms with foul and clog normal 
trackwork. 
 At the BNSF shops in Topeka, KS, the road is working on a protype locomotive using fuel celss for power  
source, using an old “Green Goat” platform on which to build this unit, which is hoped to put out up to 2000 hp for 
traction. 
 In late December Japan retired the last of its series “O” Bullet Trains which were the first of these type 
trains and the model usually used to illustrate this service. 

Second Sectionéé 
 My thanks to Giles Scott for the copies of the Railway Gazette International and Railway Age, originally 
sent to him and others at the Buckingham Branch. 
 Chapter Newsletters have been steadily decreasing both in number and content, so any read of THE 
HIGHBALL who has something newsworthy would have the matter happily and gratefully received for my inclusion. 
 Several persons have asked about the Crewe Railroad Museum.  It is open on Wednesday through 
Saturday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and on Sunday, 1:00 to 4:00 pm.  For further information, call 434-645-9868. 
 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = == = = = =  
Two photos of the inside of the restored Caboose at Hallsboro.  These photos were taken by Dick Hogan (deceased) some years back. 
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Note from EditorðBetty Staples 

This photo was taken in 2006.  I was cleaning up my files and found some photos of the 
2006 Ashland Barbecue.  I do not know who took these photos.  

 If  anyone knows, please let me know.  Anyhow, enjoy!! and come, join us!! 
 
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Registration form for May Ashland BBQ 
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Photos of Ashland Barbecue from year 2006 
Sitting around just relaxing, waiting for the trains to come. 
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And last of all, the super meal from Smoky Pig BBQ.   

The gals who are servingðEvelyn Taylor and Peggy Todd. Come and join us on May 19. 
 

   
 

  A wonderful afternoon with railfans of all ages. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         



    

 


